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piety manifested itself in practical form. He appointed a
Commission of six cardinals, including Cardinals Carafa
and Costa, to reform ecclesiastical abuses. He named Car-
dinal Cesare (detto Borgia) as Apostolic Legate for the
pacification of Umbria. By way of restoring unity to Italy,
He endeavoured to persuade Florence to annul her alliance
with excommunicate France: in which admirable intent
He was thwarted solely by the indescribable efforts of Fra
Girolamo Savonarola, who, during the Lent of this year,
had preached in favour of unswerving subservience to the
Christian King. The Powers of Europe, especially England,
the Holy Roman Empire, Venice, Naples, and Spain, who
formed the Holy League with the Papacy, on receiving
official intimation of the Pope's bereavement and His bit-
ter sorrow, sent Orators with suitable expressions of
condolence.

During summer and autumn, which should have been
occupied in drafting the Bull of Reform (a task subse-
quently performed by the Council of Trent,) the Reform
Commission had to study, and deal with, and advise the
Pontiff in, the more urgent case of the friar of Florence.
Riots and affrays between the partisans and opponents
of Fra Girolamo Savonarola disgraced the Lily-City of
Tuscany: and, at last, after more than four years' forbear-
ance, all gentler measures having failed, he was placed
under sentence of excommunication.

Meanwhile, Cardinal Cesare (detto Borgia) proceeded
to Naples as Apostolic Ablegate for the coronation of
King Don Federigo de Aragona. (The Sword of State
which was borne before His Worship on this occasion is
in possession of Caietani Duke of Sermoneta: but the
scabbard of embossed leather is in the Victoria and Albert
Museum.)

In September 1497 the Lord Alexander P.P. VI pub-
lished the creation of one cardinal, whose name, for